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Re: The Ohio Power Sitmg Board's Certification Requirements for Electric 
Generating Wind Facilities 
Case No. 08-1024- EL-ORD 

Dear Mr. Hartzier: 

Thank you for contactir^ the Ohio Power Siting Board regarding the potential 
installation of wind generation in your area. The OPSB's mission is to support 
sound energy policies that provide for the installation of enei^ and transmission 
infrastructure for the benefit ofthe Ohio citizens, while promoting the state's 
economic iaterests and protectmg the environment and land use. 

The generatmg capacity of a wmd generation project determines whetter the state 
has jurisdiction over thc location ofthe project. The Ohio Power Siting Board 
(OPSB) has jurisdiction v^en an "economically significant" v«nd turbines and 
associated fecilities with a single interconnection to the electrkal grid, operate at an 
aggregate capacity of five or more megawatts (MW). Unless this threshold is nKt, 
jurisdiction will lie vsdthin the authority ofthe local govenmnent, typically a zoning 
board or county commissioners. 

In the issue of "setbacks," the law prescribes a minimimi setback for a wind turbine 
of an economically significant wind fena That minimum shall be equal to a 
horizontal distance, from the turbhie's base to the property luie ofthe wind ferm 
property, equal to one and one-tenth times the total height ofthe turbine structure as 
measured from its base to tte tip of its highest blade and fiirther, be at least seven 
hundred fifty feet m horizontal distance from the tip ofthe turbine's nearest blade at 
ninety degrees to the exterior ofthe nearest, habitable, residential structure, if any, 
located on adjacent property at the tune ofthe certification application. 
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The minimimi setback shall apply in ail cases except those in which all owners of 
property adjacent to the wind fenn property waives the application ofthe setback to 
that property. The board will evaluate each application and may determine that a 
setback greater than the minimum is necessary. 
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Before constructbn can begin on any major utility fecility within the state of Ohio, a 
certificate of environmental con^atibility and public need must be obtained from the 
OPSB. Any question about whether a i»x>ject meets or does not meet the definition 
should be referred to the OPSB for clarification. 

http://www.OPSB.ohio.gov


Ohio Power Siting Board 
The Board issued proposed draft rules for wind facilities in Case No. 08-1024-EL-
ORD. Comments were due m the docket on September 29,2008 and reply 
comments are due October 7,2008. Please reference the docket number above when 
filing comments regarding the rules. Should you have additional wind generation 
facility comments and/or concems, please contact the Call Centers at (800) 686-

«.«.. ̂ u,.«, ^ ^ ^ ^ C^̂ ^̂ ) ^̂  (800)270-OPSB (6772) or visit the Web site at 
The Public E ^ cSn"Sion of Ohio www.PUCO.ohJo.gov. or thc OPSB website at www.OPSB.ohio.gov. We will place 

your comments in the official docket and share them with members ofthe Board. 
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Very truly yours. 

Kim Wissman, Executive Director 
Ohio Power Siting Board 
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