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Mr. Allen Schreiber 
Chairman 
Ohio Power Siting Board P U C O 
180 East Broad Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Subject: Proposed Transmission Line Supply Project, Case No. 07-171-EL-BTX 

Dear Mr. Schreiber: 
I first learned of the above project due to an April 20,2008 article in fhe News-Herald. 
The article described efforts tsJcen by the group calling itself "Citizens for Responsible 
Energy" or CARE, to block the installation of the proposed power line as described in the 
above proposal. 

Instead, it is the position of CARE that the power lines be installed using the Geauga 
Park District's Maple Highlands Trail. Their strategy has included the filing of numerous 
letters urging the Power Siting Board to use the Maple Highland's Trail to the exclusion 
of all other options. 

The residents of Chardon, users of the trail and adjacent landowner's are just now 
becoming aware of the threat to their trail. You should not assume that the letters filed by 
members of CARE represent the majority of public opinion here in Geauga County. 

I have strong objections to using Park District property for this use. I have expressed my 
views in two letters filed with the News-Herald, copies of which are attached for your 
information. Please add these to your record of public comments. 

The Highland's Trail represents year's of hard work by the Park District in general, and 
Director Tom Curtin in particular. Numerous meeting's were held with adjoining land 
owners, who were likely told that the trail would be as non-obtrusive as possible, and 
used only for passive recreation. For another govemment entity to now take control of 
that same property, clearing swaths of trees and other vegetation on both sides, without 
regard to the impact on the environment or to the impact on those same landowner's 
property, would be disingenuous at least, and could seriously impact fiiture Park District 
projects. 

Their hard work was not done to provide a pathway for power lines. It was done to 
protect a wonderful natural resource for all to enjoy. I believe that the Park District was 
planning on extending the trail further south, perhaps as far as Middlefield. If the Trail is 
turned into a corridor for power lines, why should tiie Park District work to extend the 
path to Middlefield? 
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If the Trail is tumed into a corridor for power lines, why would ANY landowner 
cooperate with ANY future attempts by the Park District to set aside ANY property for 
passive use or the protection/preservation of sensitive natural areas? 

Please do not do this to our trail. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Parker 
11564 LakeviewRd 
Chardon, Ohio 44024 
(440)285-9237 



01^\H-U-%T]^ 

The proposed use of the brand new Maple Highlands bike path by First Energy for a new 
pathway for power lines is so wrong on so many levels, that it's hard to know where to 
begin. I can say that the fi"ont page article, in the April 20,2008 issue of the News 
Herald, brought a lump to my throat. 

I really have no idea what the organization called "CARE" mentioned in the article 
consists of But if anyone thinks that the Geauga County Park District should be swayed 
by a 100-signature petition, into allowing First Energy to basically take control of the 
path for it's own use, they must be easily impressed. If this particular issue comes down 
to who can get the most signatures, I have no doubt that those willing to sign any petition 
against this "plan" would number in the thousands. 

This path is not even 1 year old, and along comes an organization looking to have it 
trashed. Here is a wonderfiil asset paid for by the voters of Geauga County witii the 
intention of adding to the quality of all of our lives. After years of hard work by the Park 
District, First Energy wants to stroll in and take it over. I wouldn't wait for them to say 
either "please" first or "thank you" afterwards. They apparently haven't even taken the 
courtesy of telling the City of Chardon what they are planning on doing to them. 

Not only is the trail a place to walk the dog(s), hike, bike, or skate with the entire family, 
it is also wheelchair accessible. How many such places are there now? How many do 
you think there will be 10 years from now, especially if we let this one be destroyed? 

I have been an avid user ever since the path was opened to the public. Like many, I need 
to get outside and work off a few pounds as often as possible, and from the crowds tiiere 
last Sunday afternoon, many others feel the same. 

But it's not just a strip of asphalt If that's all it took to get people outside, we'd all be 
hiking and biking in downtown Mentor. What makes the trail is the countryside it goes 
through. 

If you haven't been on the path yet, you owe it to yourself, literally, to check it out. It 
doesn't go through town, at least not yet. It goes through what's best about Geauga 
Coimty. Itgoesthroughheavily wooded areas, and past farmer's fields. Every time our 
family visits the path for a short ride, or a brisk workout, we see and hear more wildlife 
and natural beauty than those who live in an urban environment will see in a week. We 
go home thinking how lucky we are to live in a county where such places still exist. 

As shown in the before and after pictures provided by the Park District, all of this would 
disappear should CARE and First Energy get their wish. Make no doubt about it, this is 
an issue about the fiiture of the quality of life here in Geauga County. 

We just got the bike path. Don't destroy it. 
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Maple Highlands Trail 

There is a very well organized group that doesn't want First Energy's new power 
transmission lines to go through or near their property. They are aggressively pushing to 
have it go through Chardon and follow the Highlands Trail to the southem parts of the 
county. Attorney's have been hired, and hundreds of letters sent to the PUCO urging 
them to take over the trail for the use 6f the power company. 

Today the trail provides a narrow, paved path shaded firom the sun and screened from the 
wind. The close presence of trees and flowering shmbs provides sanctuary for colorfiil 
birds and wildflowers. 

Tomorrow it could be replaced by a 60 foot wide corridor of nothing but close-croiq^ed 
grass, dominated by power lines. It would have all the intimacy and character of State 
Route 44 north of Chardon. 

In a recent letter to the News-Herald, it was pointed out that the trail could co-exist with 
the power transmission lines. That's not the point. The trail could also co-exist with a 
new strip mall, but it wouldn't be the Highlands Trail anymore. 

Lost in the msh to sacrifice the trail is the fact that such a project would impact more than 
just the Park District. My guess is that the owners of the adjoining properties would also 
be expected to subject their land to clear-cutting, to provide the needed 60 feet of clear 
space. Is anyone speaking for those people? 

The purpose of the Park District does not include providing for society's infrastructure. 
It was not created to provide land for power lines or gas wells. It was created to preserve 
and protect at least a small portion of nature's gifts, for the wellbeing of all. Take that 
away fi-om them, and we will all lose. 


