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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
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OHIO PARTNERS FOR AFFORDABLE ENERGY 
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Please state your name and business address. 

My name is Michael Smalz and my business address is 655 Buttles Ave.» 

Columbus, OH 43215. 

Please indicate by whom you are employed and in what capacity. 

I am employed as a Senior Statewide Attorney with the Ohio State Legal 

Services Organization f OSLSA"). OSLSA is a nonprofit agency providing 

support services to legal aid associations throughout Ohio. I also serve as 

Board Secretary for Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy. 

Please briefly describe your educational background and business 

experience. 

I have a Bachelors of Arts degree from the University of Michigan and a 

Juris Doctor degree from Ihe University of Minnesota. My career has 

included stints with legal services offices in Pennsylvania, Minnesota. 

Nebraska, and Michigan. I have worked for OSLSA since 1988 

specializing in domestic violence, fair housing, and public utility law. I 

have argued before the Public Utilities Comnnission of Ohio and various 

appellate courts including the Ohio Supreme Court. I have also worked 

with utilities and other stakeholders regarding issues related to energy 

efficiency and weatherizatwn programs for low-income customers. 
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1 Q. Have you previously submitted testimony in any regulatory proceedings? 

2 A. No. 

3 Purpose of Testimony 

4 Q, What is the purpose of your testimony in this proceeding? 

5 A. The purpose of my testimony is lo establish the need for low income 

6 customer assistance programs that provide energy efficiency, 

7 weatherization, and health and safety services. My testimony also traces 

8 the history of low income energy efficiency programs funded by 

9 FirstEnergy Corporation and its operating companies and make 

10 recommendations regarding continuation of their existing successful 

11 program. 

12 Need for Lovir Income Assistance Programs 

13 Q. Can you describe the general affordabiHty problem faced by low income 

14 families in meeting their energy needs? 

15 A. One basic measure of the Impact of energy prices on families of all types 

16 is called the energy burden. For the average family the energy burden is 

17 approximatdy 5.9 pencenL In other words, the family spends 5.9 percent 

18 of ite household income to pay for the costs of heating, cooling and 

19 operating lights and appliances, Low-inoome families, on the other hand, 

20 had an energy burxien of 17 percent in 2006. Given the steady rise in the 

21 price of natural gas and the massive increases in fuel oil and propane 

22 prices this winter, this burden is increasing. Between 2000 and 2005. 

23 enengy bills tor low-inoome households grew by 40%. Current data from 
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1 the Energy Infomnatlon Administration ("EIA") projects bill increases of 17 

2 percent for natural gas, 3 percent for electricity. 33 percent for heating oil. 

3 and 20 percent for propane compared to last winter. The price increases 

4 that will result from this application will Increase the burden for customers, 

5 but particulariy for low income customers in the FirstEnergy service 

6 territories. Customers also face a significant risk that prices will increase 

7 as a result of legislation being considered by the General Assembly. 

S 

9 Q. What is the size of Ihe eligible population for low income assistance 

10 programs? 

11 A. According to data from the 2005 American Community Survey conducted 

12 by the U.S. Census Bureau 952,150, or 21% of Ohioans have Incomes 

13 below 150% ofthe poverty line and would benefit from the bill reductions 

14 resulting from an energy efficiency program. Attachment A to my 

15 testimony provides a detailed review of poverty data for Ohio. Since 

16 FirstEnergy serves roughly 1 million customers,! estimate approximately 

17 200,000 customer households are eligible for existing energy efficiency 

18 programs offered by the Company if funding continues. 

19 

20 Q. Have agencies you are involved with seen an increased demand for bill 

21 assistance and weatherization and energy efficiency services? 

22 A. Absolutely. As I will detail below, we have seen consistent increases in 

23 the need for assistance in obtaining essential energy services since 2000, 
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1 when the first wave of the recession began to be felt In Ohio, Combining 

2 the Impact ofthe recession with the 40% increases in electricity, natural 

3 gas, fuel oil, and propane prices since 2000, many families have been 

4 forced to tum to community action agencies and o^er nonprofits for 

5 assistance in order to maintain essential energy services. The OPAE 

6 network provides permanent assistance in the form of weatherization and 

7 energy efficiency services to reduce a household's use of energy. 

8 However, our resources for this purpose are limited. The communrty-

9 based agencies also pn3Vide households with bil payment ^sistance and 

10 enrol! customers in the Percentage Income Payment Plan when fhey are 

11 served by regulated utilities or assist in arranging other payment plans. 

12 

13 Q. Can you indicate the number of customers throughout the FirstEnergy 

14 system who received bill payment assistance in Program Year 2007. the 

15 winter of 200&-2007? 

16 A. Yes. in Program Year 2007, 50,945 FirstEnergy customers received 

17 assistance from the Home Energy Assistance Program grants. These 

IS numt)ers have been growing consistently in the 10% range since Program 

19 Year 2000. 

20 Q. Can you indicate the number of customers throughout Gie RrstEnergy 

21 system who participated in the Percentage Income Payment Plan? 

22 A. Yes. As of March, 2007,121.054 FirstEnergy customers were 

23 partlctpating in the Percentage Income Payment Ran and 230,205 
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1 participated in the program statewide. Between January 2000 and March 

2 2007, the number of households using the Plan has grown by 79.83% in 

3 Cleveland Electric illuminating service temtory, 56.99% in Ohio Edison 

4 sen/ice territory and 98.43% in the Toledo Edison service temtory. 

5 

6 Q. How would you characterize the situation faced by these households 

7 regarding the affordabiiity of essential energy services? 

5 A. Cleariy, these households are unable to pay their bills and have been 

9 forced to turn to public sources of funds and/or payment programs in order 

10 to continue to receive electric service. In my experience, there are a 

11 number of other households that are eligible for these services but do not 

12 avail themselves of them either from tack of knowledge of the availability 

13 of assistance, a desire not to accept public assistance, or other fectors. 

14 We reach approximately 37 percent of the eligible population statewide, 

15 meaning that there are more households in the FirstEnergy service 

16 territories that couid qualify for assistance if they chose to do so. 

17 

IS Q. Can weatherization and energy efficiency programs benefit these low 

19 income households by reducing demand of energy? 

20 A. Absolutely. A number of studies have validated the fact that the 

21 weatherization services pnDvided by Ohio providers reduce the total 

22 energy used for heating purposes when homes are heated by natural gas, 

23 propane or fuel oil by 30%. The average savings for electricaliy heated 



Jan IU uo us.ii5p UPAE 419-425-8862 p.2 

1 homes is 15%. Baseload energy efficiency services provided through the 

2 Electric Partnership Program reduce electric use approximately 12 to 

3 18%. Comprehensive services covering natural gas and electricity 

4 provide an average usage reduction of 22%. Given Improvements in 

5 lighting technology and improvements In appliance efficiency because of 

6 federal standards and the voluntary Energy Star© appliance program, 

7 there ane a number of energy efficiency improvements that have a savings 

8 to Investment ratio of much greater than 1. In other words, the installation 

9 of the measures will pay for itself and will then deliver additional savings in 

10 the form of lower bills. 

11 

12 History of FirstEnergy Low Income Energy Efficiency Programs 

13 Q. Has FirstEnergy provided funding to assist low income customers use 

14 energy as efficiently as possible? 

15 A. Yes. Prior to the merger that created FirstEnergy, Cenlerior and Ohio 

16 Edison both funded low-income energy efficiency programs. The 

17 programs were combined and the measures were standardized prior to 

18 the 2000 Program Year. The Opinion and Order in Case No. 99-1212-EL-

19 ETP approved $5 million per year from 2001 through 2005 for the 

20 weatherization of existing homes, some of which was diverted to Habitat 

21 for Humanity for new home construction. The Company agreed to provide 

22 an additional $3.75 million between 2006 and 2008 in Case No. 03-2144-

23 EL-ATA and the Commission ordered an additional $5 million be 



o«M . . UO uo:,op u P A t 419-425^862 p.3 

1 expended to provide energy efficiency services to existing housing. The 

2 latter $5 million was also diverted to Habitat for Humanity. Management 

3 of the Community Connections program was transferred to Ohio Partners 

4 for Affordable Energy (OPAE) pursuant to the Commission's orders in 

5 Case No. 03-2144-EL-ATA. OPAE has obligated $2.7 million per year to 

6 participating agencies. The funding is being depleted. Allocations to 

7 agencies serving Ohio Edison customers were reduced 56% this year. 

8 Funding for the Cleveland Electric Illuminating Company and Toledo 

9 Edison service territories will be spent by the end ofthe year. The 

10 Company committed an additional SI .5 million for low-income efficiency 

11 pursuant to Commission orders in in Case Nos. 04-1932-EL-ATA and 06-

12 1125-EL-UNC, but the funding has not been provided to OPAE as of the 

13 date of this testimony. [See Opinion and Order, in the Matter ofthe 

14 Appfication of Ohio Edison Company, the Clevefand Efectnc If/uminating 

15 Company, and The Toiodo Edison Company for Approval of a Rider for 

\6 the Coiiection of RTO Costs and the Accounting Authority to Modify Their 

17 Accounting Procedures, Case Nos. 04-1932-EL-ATA and Case No. 07-

IS 128-EL-ATA (February 14, 2007) at 5, and Opinion and Order, tn the 

19 Matter of the AppUcation ofOhio Edison Oonipany, the Cieveiand Electric 

20 Illuminating Company, and The Toledo Edison Company for Authority to 

21 i\Aodify Certain Accounting Practices and for Tariff Approvals,, Case No. 

22 06-1125-EL-UNC, etseq. (December 4, 2006). 

23 
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1 0. Can you pnavide additional information on the program? 

2 A. OPAE began managing Community Connections in Program Year 2004. 

3 To briefly summarize, over the past four years the program has provided 

4 10,334 customer households with cost-effective energy efficiency services 

5 at an average cost of $873.53 per unit, leveraging $20,513,949.80 in 

6 funding from other programs to provide comprehensive services. OPAE 

7 administrative costs have averaged $84,000 per year, or 3%. Demand for 

8 services under the Community Connections program far exceeds the $2.7 

9 million allocated annually to this initiative and many agencies spend their 

10 annual allocation well before the end of the program year. 

i l 

12 Recommendaiions for Future Programs 

13 Q. Do you see a need for new utility funding of low income energy efficiency 

14 programs and what level of funding would you suggest? 

15 A. Our member agencies see a clear need for additional funding. We are 

16 seeing an increase in demand for services. As noted above, at current 

17 funding levels only 1 percent of those eligible can be served per year. 

18 I recommend an increase in funding to S5.5 million to reach 2 percent of 

19 the eligible annually with regular Increases based on the cost of service. 

20 Along with the higher level of funding we would also recommend 

21 increasing the eligibility level to 175% ofthe poverty line. This would allow 

22 us to serve low-income elderly households; the minimum Social Security 

23 Payment places a single widow at about 178 percent of the poverty line. It 
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1 would also let us serve more of the working poor and probably help 

2 reduce the mortgage foreclosure rate. Ohio currently has the largest 

3 default rate in the country. 

4 Q. Is funding at the $5.5 million level reasonable, given the funding available 

5 from other weatherization programs? 

6 A. Yes, as I have previously indicated, we are only serving 1 percent of the 

7 eligible households. Increasing eligibility to 175 percent of the poverty line 

8 would also increase the number of eligible households. In addition, there 

9 are only limited amounts of funds from other sources available to provide 

10 electric efficiency services. 

11 

12 0 . Do you have any recommendations regarding other demand side 

13 management initiatives? 

14 A. Yes. OPAE has been working with Vectren Energy Delivery of Ohio to 

15 pilot a program which makes weatherization sen/ices available to 

16 customers up to the median income v^ithout requiring a cost share. We 

17 believe that expanding a program like Community Connections and 

!8 serving payment troubled customens up to the median income would 

19 produce not only savings for those customers but tjenefit other ratepayers 

20 by reducing demand and bad debt. 

21 

22 Q. Does this conclude your testimony? 

23 A. Yes. 
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MRS AncachTneat A 

State Report - Ohio 

This Appendix furnishes detailed information for Ohio, incPiKjing: 

• Slatisllcal Oven^ew - Key characteristics for Ohio househokls and housing units. 

- Needs Assessment- SEaKslics for Ohio low-income households and estimates of the 
need for eriergy aifordability and energy efficiency programs, 

• Legal and Regulatory Frainewcwk - A description of th^ legal and repulaiory fran^ewo* 
for low-income programs and identification of any legal or regutetory bamers to program 
design enhancements. 

• Low-lnccffne Affordabiiity Programs - Irformsfion on Ohio's pufoljcly funded affordabHity 
programs, the ratepayer-funded affcrriability programs targeted by this study, and an 
assessment of the share of need currently being met 

• Affordabiiity Program Evaluation -As^immary of the available evaluation findings, 
regerding the performance of Ohio's affordabiltty programs. 

• Energy Efficiency Programs - Information on Ohio's publicly funded energy eflk^ency 
programs and the ratepayer-funded energy efficiency programs largeted by this study. 

• Energy Efficiency Program Evaiuation - A summary of the available evaiuafem^ findings 
regardirvg the performance of Ohio's energy ^fidency prograrrB. 

This report wsi^ developed from a number ot ptjbltcly avaiTsdJie sources. We grateifully 
acknowledge the informalion received and conlributior>s from Susan Moser, Resklent?aJ 
Ccnsumer Education Speciafisi. Ohio Departmftnl of Development; Don Skaggs. Ohio 
Department of Devetlopment; and Tonja Stewart, Ohio Department of IDevetopment. This report 
was d^vebped by APPRISE and Fisher, Sheehan. ar>d Colton. The statements, findings, 
ccmclusk>rfc6. and recommendations are solely those of enalysis from APPRISE and Fisher, 
Sheehan, and Cohon. Thsy do nol necessarily reiiecA the views oi any individual consulted 
regarding Ohio programs. 

t. StatistJoal Overview 

C^fo is the 7**' largest state in ternrjs of popi^ation. It has about average income and pos^fty 
rates (26*^ in median family income and 24"̂  in indivkluals below poverty). In 2005, the median 
housing value was $129,600 and the median rent was $613, 

Most housing units (87%) In Ohio are treated with regulated fuels, predominantly natural gas 
(68%). Energy prices are moderate, with natural gas only 1% above the national average, arid 
electricity 13% beSow and fuel oi! 9% below the national averages. The weather i& cold in the 
winter (5.971 heating degree days ccHnpared to the nalionaJ average of 4.524) and moderate in 
the summer (73& cooling degree days compared to the natior^l overoge of 1,242). Househdds 
are most al risk from the cold during the months of November through April, and are most at risk 
frpm ti^e he^it during Ihe monHis of July and August. 

p.6 
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The foKowing popiifation and housing statistics were developed using dala from (he 2005 
American Corr^nunlty Survey (ACS). 

P<a^fation Pr^fHe 

Total Population 11.2miSion 

Individuals 65 and Over „„ , , ,,., , i 4 miil}on{13%> 

IfKiividusls Under 18 2.B million{25%) 

Individuals 5 £• Over Who Speok p Language Olher then English at Home 0.6 million (5%) 

Individuals Below Poverty 13%(Z4"*natk)nally) 

Househotd Profile 

Total Hous^olcte , 4.5 million 

Medrrfn HousehE^d Jncoine $43,493 (SO"" nalionally) 

Homeowners 
Total Hom-eowners..,, ....3.2 mBion(70%) 
Median Value.. , $12d.60C (32** naUonally) 
Median Housing Burden 20% 

Total Rentisrs , 1.4 miiliOO (30%) 

Median Rent , „.„ $613 
Median Rental Burden 27%. 

The following enengy statistics were derived fron^ a number of sources, mcluding ttie 2006 
American Community Survey (ACS), the En^gy Information Administration's (EIA) supplier data 
cdtection, and NOAA's NationaJ Climatic Data Center (NCOC). 

En^avPfOfite 

Ham& H&&ttm Fue! (Source: 2005 ACS) 

U f i % $ a s 

E!eciriclty„.. .~ , ^9% 
Fuel Oil 4% 
Other 9% 

gOQS Bnefgy forces (Suurtse-EiA) 

Natural gas. per cc( • S1.300 
Oearidty,pefkWh Somn 
FiMSloil pGrgaHon..-. ...̂ . - S1.S63 

weathetr tsowcer NCDC> 

Heating Degree Days 5,971 
MonUis of Winter (i.e., average tennperahjreb'alcw SO'') ..- - 6 
Cooiing Degree Oays , •-- - -• 738 
Months of Summer (f.e.. average temperature atK>ve 70"} , 2 
Days with Temperatures Over do* 14 

Ohio-2 
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JNote: Updates are avaiiabie for energy prices and wratrrer for 2006. Population statistics 
updates for 2006 will be ava(at>le in Augtet 2(XI7.] 

11 Profile 9f Low k%com& Households 

Ohio policymakers have chosen to target the pubNcly funded and ratepayer-flffided lovkf income 
programs at hotJsehoJds with incomes at cw b&tow 150% of ihe HHS Poverty Guideline. For 
2005. the income standard for a one-person household wsis atwut $14,355 arnS ttie income 
standard for a four-person househ<^d was $29,025. For the ana iy^ of low-income hOL^eholds 
in Ohio, we wiH focus on househdds with incomes at or below 150% ot the HHS Poverty 
Guiddins. 

Table 1 fia'nishes information on die number of Ohio households with incomes that qualify them 
for the IIHEAP program and the rat^ayer-funded programs. About 2 1 % of Ohio households 
are income-eligible for U^ese prograniis. 

Table 1 
EtIglbHtty for Ratepayer Programs (200$) 

Poverty Group 

income at or Geiow 150% 

Income above 150% 

ALL HOUSEHOLDS 

Number of Hoosehoids 

952.150 

3.558,190 

4.510.340 

Percerrt of Households 

2 1 % 

79% 

100% 1 

Source: 2005 ACS 

Tables 2A and 2B furnish Infonrtatiors on main heating fuete and housing unir lype for Ohio low-
irKome households. Te^tB 2A shows that aix>ut 64% of )ow-incom© households use natural gas 
as their main heating fuel, somewhat less tnan the 6S% for all Ohio hoiiseholds. Low-ircome 
households are more Ukely io heat w t̂h electricity than the Ohto average. Table 2B shows that 
one cf the reasons for the higher rate of electric main heat is that 25% of low-income 
households are In buildings wfth 5 or more units. Man/ multiunit bJildî ngs use eiectric space 
heating rather than natural gas or fuel oil. About 52% of low-income households live in single 
family homes, white 16% live in buildings yfiU\ 2-4 units. Seven percent of low-irKome 
households live in mobile homes. 

Table 2A 
Main Heating Fuol for Low-lnconne Households (2006) 

U^n Heating Fue] 

j Electridiy 

I Fue! Oil 

1 No fui^ usi&cl 

Other Fuels 

UUIiiyOas 

ALLtOWINCOWE 

Number of Households 

231,263 

^2.6&2 

4,6': 2 

72.153 

611,403 

952,150 

Percoit of Houseliokcte | 

54% 

3% 

0% 

8% 

64% 1 

100% j 

Sounce; 2005 ACS 

Ohio-3 
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Table 26 
Housing Unit Ty|}« for Low-Income Kotisehotds (aoo&> 

Mousing Unit Type 

Boat, RV, Van, ^ c 

Building with 2-^ units 

BUldBfig with 5+ 

MobBe ikwne 

Single Famtfy 

A U LOW 3N COME 

Number of Hou&«hQlds 

276 

153.924 

236.016 

85.430 

496,602 

962.150 

Percent of Househokht 

0% 

16% 

25% 

7% 

52% 

100% 

Source: 2005 ACS 

About 952,000 Ohio households are calegorixcfd las low-irKomc, However, only IhoSd 
households that directly pay an electric biK or & gas bill are eiigibte for Ihe Ohio ratepayer^ 
funded programs. Tabte 2C shows that about B9% of (ow-incon>e households directly pay an 
electric bill and thai about 5S% of townnoorne households diiectty pay a gas bill. 

Table 2C 
Low-Income Households 

Direct Payment for Sidciric and/or Cas SiH {ZO&S) 

Poverty Graup 

Electdc Bill - Direct Payment 

Gas Sill - Direcl Paymftnt 

ALL }hiCOhAB ELfOlStS 

Number of Households 

S45.176 

563,876 

^52.150 

Percent of Households 

89% 

59% 

100% 

Source: 2005 ACS 

Tables 3A and 38 show tfie dlsfnljutiw^ of electric bills and burden for tow-mcome househofds 
that do not hesrt wSh electricity and reported etectric expenditures separafety from gas 
expenditure©.^ Table 3A siTOws tfve distribution of electric expenditures for househoWs that do 
not have etecfridty es their main healing fuel and Tabic 38 shows the electric enorgy burden.^ 
Among these househofcis, about 67% have eleoinc bill ihskt is less than $1.000 per y«ar white 
about 16% havB «n annual eJectnc biti isf $1,500 or more. Etectric esnergy bucden fs less than 
5% of income for about 32% of these househofds. whHe fj is 15% of income or more for 22% of 
households.̂  

'"Hw ACS fiSow* respondeftte whii have B comt«n«d electriG and yss bill ffctr) one ufilrty to report the total for bcth 
hjstE, TIaoeo housshddsdre no« indudej in thes* table* 
^ Electric enetgy burden is ctefmed as Uie household's annual elecUic bill tiiwi&d by Ihe housahokJ's atwiual ircorrts. 
' About 13% af households have their electric usage included m their rent. Those houwhoWs have a rwnzero 
eiedrfc enagy iju«ten, since paxi ol their rent fe wsed to pa,- the etectric m. However̂  since there is no way to 
mea^r« th& share of rent that is used to pay tfvs aiectnc toll, steciric energy burden is ur̂ na,AFn for these 
housenoios. 

Ohi&-4 
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Table 3A 
Elec^ic Sins for Low-lticome Households without Elecfaic Heat {2005} 

BectHcBHI 

$1 to less t t^n $&tH> 

$S00 to less than $1,000 

$1,000 to less than $1,500 

$1,500 or mor« 

TOTAL 

Humbm- of HcHiseholds 

198,612 

242,315 

119.264 

98.a01 

S5».992 

Petrearit of Households 

30% 

37% 

1&% 1 
15% 1 

100% 

Source: 2(^b Acs 

Table 3& 
Etectric Bur<len for Low4ncome Households w ^ o u t EledtHc Heat (2005) 

Etvctric Burden 

0% to less than 5% 

5%loie3^lhanrl0% 

10%to les$ th^15% 

15% or more 

TOTAL 

Number cfHoueahalds j Pw^r^ t of Hou««h«rd9 

213.425 

218^39 

81,417 

145.&10 

658.992 

32% 

33% 

13% 

22% 

1QC% 

Source: 2006 ACS 

Tables 4A and 4& show the distribulion of Metric bflte and burden for low-hcome households 
that heat with eleclricity- Table 4A shows Ihe distribulion of etectrio expenditures and Table 4B 
shows the elec^c energy burden. Among these households, almost half have an electric bill 
thai is less than $1,000 per year white about 27% have an annual electric bill of SI .500 or mc^e, 
Flectric energy burden is less than R% of mcome for ebotrt 17% of these households, while it is 
15% of income or nnore for 34%. 

Table 4A 
Electric Bills for Lcw-tnconne Households Mttti Electric Heat (200S) 

Etectric Bm 

$1 to less than $500 

$$00 4oiesalhen$1.(H)0 

$1,000 to l«ss than $1,500 

$1,500 or more 

TOTAL 

N utnbdr of Hou^ohotd^ 

37,232 

55,480 

45,370 

46.0S2 

186.184 

Poroent of Houseliotds 

20% 

20% 

24% 

27% 

100% 1 

Souifce: 2{K)5 ACS 

Ohio " 5 
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Tabie 4b 
Electric Burden for Low4ncome Households with Elacfnc Heat (2005) 

Elootrlc Burden 

0%to less^an5% 

S%tolessthar>10% 

10% td less than 15% 

13% or mca*e 

Mumbor of Housoholds 

33.137 

55.620 

34,S82 

62,545 

TOTAL 179,024 
I —__ : — i ^ 1 

P«r«em of HousfihDlds 

17% 

30% 

19% 

^ 34% 

100% 

Source: 2005 ACS 

Tables 5A and 58 show the detrittution of qas bills arvJ burden for tow-incrame househoJd^ that 
heat with gas and reporl their gas bills separately from their electric bills. Table 5A shows the 
distribution of gas expenditures and Table SB shows the gas energy burden. Among these 
households, jusi under half have a gas bill thai ist less than $1.000 per year, while about 31 % 
have an annual gae bill of SI ,600 or more. Gas energy burden is less than &% of income for 
sd)out 24% of these households, whHe it is 15% of income or more for 34%. 

Table SA 
Gas Bills for Low-Income Households {2005} 

Cast Bill 

$1 to less than $500 

$500 tCJiBss than $1,000 

S1.0001otessthanS1.500 

$1,600 or more 

TOTAL 

Nurfii>«r of Households 

125.093 

130.336 

107,664 

170,946 

5^.294 

Percent of HouaahAtdfr 

23% 

2fl% 

20% 

3 1 % 

100% 

Source! 2006 ACS 

TsOile 5B 
Gas Burden for Low-Income Kousehoids (2005) 

Oas Burden 

0%totessthan5% 

5%tolesstM3nl0% 

10%tn(ess1han15% 

15% or more 

TOTAL 

Number of Households 

132,255 

139,674 

ft6.33fi 

184,836 

543,294 

Percent «rf Households 

24% 

26% 

16% 

34% 

100% 

Source: 2005 ACS 

Tatdes 6A and 66 show the distribution of total eleclnc arid gas axpendilures forlo^v-income 
househoWs that pay biils directly to a ottlHy compary. Table SA shows the distribution of electtic 
and gas expenditures and Tabte 6B shows the electric and gas energy burden. Abotd S9% of 
households have on electric bllL a gas bill, or both. Alxiut one-tourth of low-income hous^olds 
have 8 total electric and gas bill that is tess than $1 »000 per year while about ore-fifth have an 
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annual bill of $2,500 or more. Electric and gas energy burden is less than 5% of income for 9% 
of low-income households, white it is 25% of income or more fca- one in four bw income 
households. 

Ti^le 6A 
Electric and Oas &\ns for LcTW-Jncome Households (2{K>S) 

E^ctric m d Ga$ W l 

$1 to l e ^ Ittan $500 

$500 to less than Sl.OOO 

$1,00010 tess i t ^n $1,500 

$1.500 to less tfiart $2,000 

$2,000 to less than S2,500 

$2,600 iSr more 

t4oB\n 

ALL iNCOME ELIGIBLE 

Momber of Households 

76.149 

101.360 

177.501 

126,569 

106.743 

10G.874 

101.934 

952.150 

Peroeni of Househatds 

6% 

17% 

19% 

13% 

11% 

2 1 % 

11% 

100% 

Souec&: 2O05 ACB 

Table 6B 
Electric and Gas Burden for Low^lncome Households (2Q(IS) 

Etectric styid G ^ Burden 

0%tolesE8jan5% 

5%totessthanl0% 

10% io less than 15% 

15%loteB5than20% 

20% to less than 25% 

25% or more 

IVIQ&BI 

A U INCOME ELIGJBIE 

Nuiribor of Households 

82.350 

ias,376 

167.733 

107.924 

62728 

234.035 

101,&S4 

952.150 

P«rcorrt of Hoijseholde 

9% 

2 1 % 

ie% 

11% 

7% 

25% 

1 1 % 

100%. 

Source: 20(© ACS 

We have deveic^ed a series of demograji^ic tables for households that pay ̂  electric or gas 
bill. Table 7 furnishes information on the pre^nce of vulnerable members in the household and 
illustrates what share of Ihe population might be particulariy suscep^ble to energy-related health 
risks. Table 8 shows the household structure for a>ese households, and Table 9 presents 
statistics oê  the language spolten at home by these households. 

Over one-fourth ot the low-incorTie hous^olds with utility bills are ekJerly; just over 25% of tow-
income households do not ha\/e any virfnerabte household members. Some programs choose 
io target wlnerable households m\t) outreadi procedures and may offer priority to these 
households. 
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