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Monday, 16 April 2001 

Ron Kolbash. designee for 
Samuel W. Speck. Director 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Fountain Square 
Columbus, Ohio 43224-1387 

Dear Mr; KolDash-
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The Ohio Environmental Council opposes the siting of the proposed Dayton Power and Light 
generatingstatjon for i-ancaster, Ohio, Case No- 00-1OO-EL-BGN-. This 200 MW plant has been 
proposed to run during peak periods of electricity consumption and to use natural gas' or fuel oil to 
produce electricity. While natural gas facilities do deserve credit for producing less pollution than their 
coal-powered counterparts, we must recognize that certain areas are unsatisfactory plant sites. This DPL 
station has been proposed in such an area. Several factors make Lancaster an inappropriate site for this 
new station, including the geology of the area, the nearby residential areas, and the nearby state nature 
preserve and recreation areas. 

The OPSB report states that "no geological constraints are anticipated." However, the proposed 
plant site lies entirely within a 100-year flood plain and DPL has proposed 400,000-gallon tanks to hold 
rf serve fuel.oil. They state that they will take necessary precautions by constructing earthen dikes to 
capture spillage. However, it is doubtful that these dikes would contain the thousands of gallonsof fuel in 
the.event of a flood. The Ohio Department of Natural Resources has recommended building not only 
outside of the 100-year floodplain. but above the 500-year plain. Granting a certificate to place large 
quantities of fuel in a flood plain risks a great deal of negative environrnental effects. 

The proposed plant is less than 400 yards from an established residential area and within one 
mile of a state nature preserve and two recreation areas. DPL has proposed the use of four Turbo Poy/er 
and Marine FTBTwin Pac combustion turbines. By their own estimates, this would mean a constant 
noise level of approximatefy 63 decibels for the closest neighbors. This noise Is cohiparableto common 
household appliances like blenders, dishwashers, and coffee grinders and will Hkeiy provide frustration 
and disturbance for both the nearby resident^ and for the surrounding wildlife. While DPL purports 
planting vegetative fences to decrease the noise levels, these trees will provide little to no sound barrier in 
winter months. 

Section 4906.10(A) of the Ohio Revised Code states that the Board must determine that a facility 
represents the "minimum adverse environmental impact* in order to grant a^ertlficate for a major utility 
fecility. I hope that you will acknowledge that flood plains are inappropriate areas to store fuel and that 
the surrounding residential, recreation, and nature preserve areas make this flood plain unsuitable for the 
proposed plant Please consider the advice .of the ODNR and require that plants be built above the 500-
year fibodplain. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely. 

Heidi Ehret, Clean Air Campaign Coordinator 
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