
Frc»ii: Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 216 575 6209 08/1Q/2007 11:59 tt146 P.DG1/010 

FAX 
The 

Legal Aid Society 
of Cleveland 

Chief of Docketing 
The PubHc Utilities Comniission of Ohio 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 August?, 2007 
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SUBJECT: In the Matter of^e Aff&cation of The East Oifh Gas Compare d/b/a Domnion 
East Ohio for Aiitbofitp to Increase 'Ratesfor Us Gas Distribution Service Case NO.07-829-GA-J4IR 

In the Matter oftheAppMcation of The East Ohio Gas Cotspany d/b/a Dominion Case East 
Olm for Approval of an AUemoHve Bate PJanfor its Gas Distribution Semtx No. 07-830-GA-ALT 

In the Matter tftbe AppScation of The East Ohio Gas Company d/h/a Dominion East Case Ohio 
forApproifaito ChangeAccountingMethodsCaseNo. 07S31-GA-AAM 

Deal fiiends: 

We axe enclosing a Motion to Intervene for our clients, the Gtusens Coalitbn 

We have already ^ e d this. Please file it today. We are mailing by overnight exptess the 
original and reqtdsite copies. Other parties are being served. We have also enclosed an envelope 
addressed back to us. Please time-stamp one o£ the enclosed copies and retum this to us. 

Let us know of any problems. 

Hiank you. 

/ Q i 4 ^ ^ — ^ 

w w w . I a s c l e v . o r g 

MainCMfioe 

Cev<dand>OH 44113 

Phohe: 216.687.1900 
Fax 216.687.0779 

AshtabdJokCamXty 

121 East Wilnut Street 
Jefiec6on,OK 44D47 

Phone: 866.873.9665 
Tac 440.5763021 

lakeftGcvug* 

8 North State St-Sle 300 
FaJiiecville,OH 44077 

Phone; 8aS.808i800 
Fax: 440.352.0015 

Gountr 
538 VU^ Broad St Ste 300 
Elyria, DH 44035 

Phone: 800.444.7348 ^ L T ^ P 
Fax: 440.M3J526 T * ^ - ^ 

http://www.Iasclev.org
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BEFORE 
THE PUBUC UTILmES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

In the Matter of the Application of The 
East Ohio Gas Company d/b/a Dominion 
East Ohio for Authority to Increase Rates 
for its Gas Distribution Service. 

In the Matter of the Application of The 
East Ohio Gas Company d/b/a Dominion 
East Ohio &sr Approval of an Alternative 
Rate Plan for its Gas Distribution Service 

In the Matter of the Application of The East 
Ohio Gas Company d^/a Dominion East 
CHiio for Approval to Change Accounting 
Methods 

CaseNo. 07-829-GA-AIR 

CaseNo. 07-830-GA-ALT 

Case No. 07-831-GA-AAM 

MOTION TO INTERVENE ON BEHALF OF THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD ENVIRONMENTAL COALITION 

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER OF GRAETER CLEVELAND, 
CLEVELAND HOUSING NETWORK 

AND 
THE CONSUMERS FOR FAIR UTILITY RATES 

AND MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 
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Now comes The Neighborhood Environmental Coalition (herdnafter 

"Coalition"), The Consumers for Fair Utility Rates (hereinafter "Consumers"), The 

Cleveland Housing Network (hereinafter **Network"), and The Empowennent Center of 

Greater Cleveland (hereinafter "Center^ who, tiirough their counsel, hweby Move to 

Intervene in tiie above-captioned matters pursuant to Ohio Law, The Rules and 

Regulations pertaining to the PubUc Utilities Conunission of Ohio, and the relevant case 

law. All four of the interveners are hereinafter referred to as 'The Citizens Coalition." 

The Citizens Coalition specifically seeks tiie full powers and rights granted by 

the Commission specifically, by statute and by the provisions of tiie Ohio Administrative 

Code to intervening parties. 

The reasons for granting this Motion are contained in the Memorandum in 

Support attadied hereto and hereby incorporated herein. 

"elephone: (216).687.1900, Ext 5672 
Email: jpmeissn@lasclev.org 

Counsel for 
Nei^borhood Environm^tal Coalition, 
Consumers for Pair Utility Rates 
Cleveland Housing Netwoik 

and 
The Empowerment Center of 
Greater Cleveland 

mailto:jpmeissn@lasclev.org
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BEFORE 
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

In the Matter of the Application of The 
East Ohio Gas Company d/b/a Dominion 
East Ohio for Authority to tncrease Rates 
for its Gas Distribution Sorice. 

In the Matter of the Application of The 
East Ohio Gas Company d/b/a Dominion 
East Ohio for Approval of an Alternative 
Rate Plan for its Gas Distribution Service 

In the Matter of the Application of The East 
Ohio Gas Company d/b/a Dominion East 
Ohio for Approval to Change Accounting 
Methods 

Case No. 07-829-GA-AIR 

CaseNo. 07-830-GA-ALT 

CaseNo. 07^831-GA-AAM 

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF MOTION TO INTERVENE 

Coalition, Consumers, Netwoik and Center should be pemiitted to intervene in these 

matters purauant to CivR.24andRule4901-l-ll OHIO ADMINISTJtATIVE CODE, All three 

groups specifically meet the cxiteria for intervention pursuant to OAC 4901-1-11(A)(2) and (B). 

In support of its Motion to Intervene, the Citizens Coalition notes that they are citizens 

groups whose members and supporters are smously affected by any PUCO decisions. Given the 

gravity of the current natural gas situation and tiie adverse consequeaces any rate increases could 

have on poor as well as moderate income &nulies, it is incumbent upon the PUCO to grant all 

four parties intervention in this matter. 
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The Neighborhood Environmental Coalition's distinguished histoiy of serving low-

income families wamints its involvement in this case. Coalitî m has been in existence for over 

twenty-five years, woiking especially in neighboihoods surrounding the industrial valley of 

Cuyahoga County. It is dedicated 'to protecting the created environment." It is committed to 

helping low income families meet their energy and heating needs in ways that will not harm the 

environment. The Coalition especially wants the PUCO to carry out its mandate to i»x)vide for 

programs that wUl help people conserve and will help protect our environment, including 

nonrenewable natural resources such as natural gas. 

The Snpowemient Center-r-fonnerly the Greater Cleveland Rights Otganization^^has 

participated in numerous PUCO proceedings over the past several decades on behalf of low-

income customers. The Center is especially concemed with how any rate increases will have 

serious repercussions on the poor. Already the poor fiice many increases in the costs of 

necessities. living on voy limited budgets, low-income families cannot bear any further 

increases in their gas rates. In fiict, these custom^^ need a substantial rate decrease. 

The Empowerment Center has participated in past rate cases for various utilities. The 

Center has contributed to the outcomes of these cases and achieved successes in helping low-

income ^milies. It is crucial that the Center be allowed to participate in this current DEO case 

which seeks a substantial increase in the rates of all customers, including the poor, 

Cijtizens for Fair Utihty Rates (CFFUR) has also been involved in PUCO pioceediQgs for 

the last several years. M^nbers of CFFUR have also been involved in PUCO proceedings dating 

back to the interventions by Low Income People Together (LIFT) in PUCO proceedings. CFFUR 

has contributed to the successful outcomes in PUCO matters and will insure that tiie perspectives 

and views of low-income customers are adequately presented in the current litigation. 

Cleveland Housing Network has also participated in past PUCO proceedings. Through 

their e&cats, funds have been obtained to help low-income fiimilies with weath^rization and other 

energy efficiency measures. The Network also can provide much helpful testimony to the PUFO 
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based upon their decades of exp^ences in weatherizing housing, advising the poor about 

conso'vation, and working with utility companies to inclement weatherization and other onexgy 

efficiency programs. 

All four of these groups as part of the Citizens Coalition should be aUowed to intervene 

in this proceeding. The Coalition is interested in a number of issues that seemingly are part of 

this case. 

First, the Coalition is concerned with DEO's request for a waiver of compliance with the 

standard fiUng requirements during the proposed test year. The Coalition is concemed that 

DEO *s reports to the commission will not accurately reflect the results of the test period as it 

relates to its Ohio customers 

The Coahtion does not beUeve it is unreasonable for DEO to file with the commission 

those portions of it federal income tax returns relating to its operations in Ohio nor is this an 

unreasonable burdrai upcm the contpany. DEO is cuir^itiy seeking a waiver in this area fiom the 

PUCO. In order for DEO to prepare a consolidated federal income tax retum it has to have 

separate information fiom all of its operating units which is then consolidated and filed a 

consolidated retum for the corporation. 

With today's computer software programs, DEO*s complaint that it is not able to track 

rate case eoq ênses falls on deaf ears. The ability to cq>ture information is readily available to a 

corporation as large as DEO. 

The rules of the Ohio Admiiustrative Code were established to provide the commission 

with best information needed to make decisions which are in the best interest of the citizens of 

Ohio. Before the commission agrees to permit deviations fiom those r^ulations it should weigh 

carefully the intent of the legislature in establishing the regulatiot^ and what the e^c t of 

deviations will have (m the citizens of Ohio. 

In reaching any decision regarding rates and a justification for those rates the commission 

should have the most accurate infomiation available to it and it should be presented in the clearest 
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possiblemanner to the reviewers. The impact of the results î Km all customers and especially the 

low income customers of DEO is very important 

Secondly, DEO seems to be requesting a "decoupling mechanism" in this proceeding. 

The Coalition opposes such mechanisms because these are illegal, these violate the Test Year 

process for setting rates in Ohio, and thi^e will lead to higher and unjustified rates for customers. 

Such a mechanism complicates the Commission's efforts to set fiair and reasonable rates, 

increases the costs for all parties involved in this proceeding, and are usually imposed without 

any set-ofiEs—thus increasing rates even further. The Coalition will c r̂pose such decoupling 

mechanisms in this case. 

Thirdly, DEO has indicated that various weatherization programs and fimding activities 

are a part of this rate case. The Citizens Coaliti<m is concemed about these and will encourage 

the Company to provide adequate funding for these. The Coalition will advocate on behalf os 

this goal in this proceeding. 

Fourthly, the foremost reason that has motivated Coalition, Center, Consumers and 

Network to seek interv^ition in this matter is their commitment to helping low-income families. 

Coalition, Consumers, Center, and Netw<»*k are the only parties in tins matter that are exclusively 

devoted to representing the low income segment of the population. The Citizens Coalition is 

concerned with the feixness, reasonableness, legaUty, and justice of DEO's proposals. 

Coalition, Consumes, Netw(»k, and Center (The Citizens Coalition) will follow all the 

administrative rulings in tins proceeding and thdr intervention will not unr^sonabty delay tiiese 

proceedings. Nor will thdr intervention unduly burden any otii^ parties in this proceeding, or tiie 

Commission itselfl 

Wherefore, Coalition, Consumers, Network, and Craiter (The Citizens Coalition) 

respectfully request that based on this Motion to Intervene, Coalition, Consumers, Network, and 

Center should be recognized as a parties in this case. 
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Respectfully submitted. 

Counsel for: 
Neighborhood Environmental Coalition, 
Consumers fi>r Fair Utility Rates and 
The Empowerment Center of 
Greater Cleveland 
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NOTICE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the fi»:egoing Motion and MCTiorandum were 

served upon the address of the parties in this PUCO proceeding listed below, by ordinary 

first class mail, postage prepaid, on this 8th day of August 2007. 

David A. Kutik 
Jones Day 
North Point, 901 Lakeside Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114-1190 
Telephone: (216) 586-3939 
FacsimUe: (216) 579-0212 
dakutik(%ionesdav,com 

Christopher W. Flymi 
Jones Day 
77West>^acker 
Chicago, niinois 60601 -1692 
Telephone: (312)782-3939 
Facsimile: (312) 782-8585 
cwflyim@jonesday.com 

Mark A. Whitt (Counsd of Record) 
Andrew J. Campbell 
Jones Day 
Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 165017 
Columbus, Ohio 43216-5017 

mailto:cwflyim@jonesday.com
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Street address: 
325 John H. McConneU Blvd., Suite 600 
Cohnnbus, Ohio 43215-2673 
Telephone: (614) 469-3939 
Facsimile: (614) 461-4198 
mawhitt^g^onesdav.com 
ajcamphelligiionesdav.com 

Jean A. Demarr 
The east Ohio Gas Company d/b/a 
Dominion East Ohio 
1201 East 55* Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44101 
Telephone: (216) 736-6334 
Facsimile: (216)736-5308 
Jean.A.Danarr(%dom.com 


