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In the Matter of the Application of
Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval of
Tariffs to Recover Through An Automatic
Adjustment Clause Costs Associated with
the Establishment of an Infrastructure
Replacement Program and for Approval of
Certain Accounting Treatment

Case No. 07-478-GA-UNC

MOTION TO COMMENTS OF ABC GAS INC.

Pursuant to Section 4903.221, Revised Code, and Rule 4901-1-11 of the Ohio
Administrative Code, ABC Gas Repair, Inc. (“ABC”) moves to intervene in this matter for
the reasons set forth in the following Memorandum in Support. Although other members of
its industry have intervened, ABC has a real and substantial interest in this proceeding
which is not being adequately represented by any other party. Unlike other intervenors,
who arrange with independent contractors to effect repairs, ABC directly employs a staff of
line repair technicians of its own. ABC seeks intervention so that it may assist in the process
of implementing or commenting upon the Commission’s decision of 7/11/2007 and any

Iater proceedings.
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Respectfully submitted,

CARLILE PATCHEN & MURPHY
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MEMORAND IN SUPPORT
j Introduction

ABC Gas Repair, Inc. (“ABC") has long provided natural gas service line warranties
to its customers having been in business since 1952. ABC has its own staff who repair
service lines (including to the riser). Some of its current employees have as much as 25
years of technical experience in this field. ABC customers report service line leaks or
breaks, then the ABC customer service representative dispatches repair personnel and
equipment to the customer’s location to repair or replace the customer’s natural gas service
line. Becéuse the service is generally provided under a pre-paid service and or warranty, the
customer pays no fee, if the repairs are performed within the warranty period. |

ABC has over fifteen thousand natural gas service line policies in place throughout
Central Ohio, extending through Franklin County and into parts of Fairfield, Licking,
Pickaway, Madison, Union and Delaware Counties. ABC does not subcontract its work.
ABC has nineteen full time employees, including twelve service technicians in the field and
a fleet of specialized service vehicles. This equipment and human capital may be entirely
displaced by the current Commission decision.

II.  ABC meets the standards of Section 4903.221, Revised Code, and Rule 4901-1-11
of the Ohio Administrative Code and the Motion to Intervene should be granted.

Section 4903.221, Revised Code, established the following items which the
Commission need to consider when ruling on a Motion to intervene:
1. The nature and extent of the prospective intervenor’s interest;
2, The legal position advanced by the prospective intervenor and its probable
relation to the case;

3 ‘Whether the intervention by the prospective intervenor will unduly prolong or



4.

delay the proceedings; and
Whether the prospective intervenor will significantly contribute to full

development and equitable resolution of the factual issues.

To implement this statutory position, the Commission promulgated Rule 4901-1-

11(B) of the Ohio Administrative Code which instructs the Legal Director, the Deputy

Legat Director, or the Attorney Examiner to consider:

L.

2.

The nature of the person’s interests;

The extent to which the person’s interests is represented by existing parties;
The person’s potential contribution to a just and expeditious resolution of the
issues involved in the proceeding; and

Whether granting the requested intervention would unduly delay the

proceeding or unjustly prejudice any existing party.

ABC fulfills all of these criteria. Columbia seeks and the Commission looks to allow

them to assume responsibility for the future maintenance, repair and replacement of

customer-owned service lines and systematic replacement, over a period of approximately

three years, of all risers identified as prone to leakage. ABC has thousands of warranties

and contracts with natural gas service line residential customers in Ohio which would be

adversely affected if the public utility were to take over such customer service lines.

Customer confusion, compromise of safety, and delay will result from a rushed, “one size

fits all” approach - - particularly when it will be implemented by a party which has no

particular experience in this responsibility. The resolution of these matters directly effect

ABC. There are no other parties in the proceeding which have the same interest as ABC.

Granting the requested intervention will not unduly delay the proceeding or unjustly



prejudice any existing party.

This matter is currently being set for implementation by staff and may be subject to
reconsideration, and ABC would be able to timely file its own briefs and arguments in
support of that issue along with the petitioner, staff, and other intervenors.

III. Conclusion

ABC Gas Repair, Inc. has a real and substantial interest in this case and should be
granted intervention. Its intimate and long-standing knowledge of customer expectations,
and the technical and economic issues pettaining to customer lines is invaluable. The threat
to its livelihood with the proposed appropriation of its market into Columbia’s rate base
makes it an interested party. Its more than half century of service for this market, and its
roster of seasoned professionals, makes ABC an important and necessary party for the
Commission’s consideration of these issues.

WHEREFORE, ABC Gas Repair, Inc. respectfully moves for intervention in this
case.
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ERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing Motion to Intervene and Comments of

ABC Gas Repair was served by regular mail, this 7th day of August, 2007, upon the

following:
Stephen Seiple Duane L. Luckey
Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. Assistant Attorney General
200 Civic Center Drive Chief, Public Utilities Section
Post Office Box 117 180 East Broad Street, 9th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43216-0117
sseiple@nisource.com

David C. Rinebolt

Ohio Partners for Affordable
Energy

231 West Lima Street

Post Office Box 1793
Findley, Ohio 45839-1793

drinebolt@aol.com

Joseph P. Serio

Associate Consumers' Counsel
10 West Broad Street, Suite 1800
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793
duane.luckey@puco.state.oh.us

Stephen M. Howard

Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease
LLP

52 Gay Street

Post Office Box 1008
Columbus, Ohio 43216-1008

smhoward@vssp.com

Serio@occ.state oh.us
e pa o YW
Carl A. Aveni, B—
CAA/IMCr753230.2
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