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March 6, 2007 /ftp̂  

The Ohio Power Siting Board / ^ ^OQ^ 
180 East Broad Street -^^/j ^% 
Columbus, OH 43215 V M. 

Regarding: Case #07-0171-EL-BTX ( j / ^ *v 

To Whom It May Concem: 

I attended a public meeting last night r^arding a new power line and substation that needs to be 
installed in Eastern Geauga County. There are two proposed routes. The western route appears 
to run down an existing road (Clay Street), would not require clearing trees and maintaining that 
clear cut, and would place the substation on Mayfield Road. The eastern route would run 
through the woods and wetiands east of my farm, and the substation would be located Vi mile 
into the woods and vray near my yard. 

I realize I am biased, but I would think that the proposed western route down the existing Clay 
Street would be less costly to install and maintain (the costs for this installation will obviously be 
passed on to all electric customers) and provide less of an impact on the environment. I'm trying 
not to fall into the "not in my back yard" category, but it really does make more sense to take the 
western route. 

However, if the OPSB decides to run this power line down the proposed eastern route, my 
concem is with the lighting ofthe substation. I was told at the meeting last night that substations 
are well lit to prevent terrorist threats and vandals. I am concemed that the lights around the 
substation would be visible from my yard, especially in winter when the leaves are off of the 
trees. I am an amateur astronomer, and need dark skies to use my telescope. I purchased this 
farm specifically because it was isolated in the woods, and very dark. Astronomers worid wide 
are struggling with the loss of dark skies as more and more light pollution prevents them from 
seeing the stars. Both professional and amateur astronomers come to Huntsburg from Cleveland 
because it is the nearest dark sky community outside of their city lights. Both the Chagrin Valley 
Astronomical Society and Case Westem ResCTve University have observatories in my 
neighborhood. If this substation is located in the woods near my farm, I hope that they will 
carefully consider using lighting that points down as opposed to up or horizontal. I can provide 
infonnation on specific kinds of lighting that reduce the amount of light pollution that is emitted 
into the sky, while still providing good illumination ofthe ground objects. 

I understand and agree with the need to install a new power line in Eastern Geauga Coimty, but 
wanted to be sure that you are aware of my rather unusual concem regarding this project. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Gale A. Mordand, MEd. ^ ^ ^ ^^ t o ce r t i fy « i a t t h e ^ f l « S f t * ! ^ ^ ' S L ^ 
12233 Madison Road accurate and coBplete ^ ^ ^ S S s T c o u r s e o* busioigs 
Huntsburg, OH 44046 document deXi^ed in ^ ' ' - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ % : B ^ d : ^ 
Phone: (216) 210-6918 rechnician — ^ 

Email: gale.mortland@tri-c.edu 
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