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Utility Service Partners, Inc. ("USP") supports the Motion for Continuance, Motion for
Clarification and Request for Expedited Ruling by the Office of the Ohio Consumers' Counsel
made yesterday afternoon. Given that Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. has the burden of proof in this
case, it would be appropriate for the Attorney Examiner or the Commission to establish a filing
date of testimony for intervenors that would be subsequent to the due date for Columbia's
testimony. USP also believes that given the complexity of the subject matter additional time for
discovery and the preparation of testimony is appropriate.

USP appreciates the Commission’s sense of urgency in commencing this proceeding,
however following the more common procedure of having the applicant file their testimony first
so that the details of the proposed program are available for discovery and review before the

intervenors file their testimony calling for change to the application would produce a better



record from which the Commission may base its decision. Further, the staggered testimony filing
dates may not add any days to the hearing.

The problem with filing concurrent testimony in an application case is that the
Intervenors have to anticipate the details of the implementation of the proposal and the reasons
that the Applicant’s witnesses will present to meet their burden of proof. Since it is likely that
the Intervenors, despite their best efforts, are unlikely to anticipate all the arguments and facts
which will be presented by the Applicant; concurrent filing of testimony in an application type
proceeding ensures rebuttal and then surrebuttal testimony. Thus, concurrent filing of testimony
may not save any proceeding time at all, produce bulkier testimony from the intervenors as they
guess the positions to be taken by the applicant’s witnesses and leave a somewhat disjointed
record as the witnesses, both rebuttal and surrebuttal, explain how their earlier testimony did not
cover an aspect of the case made clear once they read opponents testimony (in the case of the
intervenors) or rebuttal testimony (in the case of the Applicant).

Wherefore, Utility Service Partners supports OCC's request to separate the testimony
filing dates so that the Applicant’s testimony is filed first, and for a hearing schedule in which
Columbia testimony being filed on October 10, intervenors testimony being due on November 7,

and a hearing date of November 14, 2007.
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